
THE TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER
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Agenda for Dr. Bertner’s meeting with
Mr. Freeman, Colonel Bates and Mr. Wilkins;

1. Follow up Mayor and City Manager’s promise to pave the 
intersections of Fannin Street in return for the deed 
to the triangle at Fannin and Bellaire.

2. Hew director for Cancer Hospital^

3- Method for legalizing actions taken at the T.M.C. Board . 
meeting on May 29, which lacked a quorum. z

4. Matter of appointing the T.M.C. officers a^r the executive' 
committee with power to act for the Boards

5. Legal phraseology for paragraphs in deeds to the various 
hospitals providing for 20^ of beds for teaching program.

6. Approval from legal standpoint of pamphlet to be published-

7. Appointment or retaining outside lawyers to serve with 
Mr. Freeman on legal committee.

8. Suggestions regarding office space needed during hospital 
survey.

9. Ideas for finding living quarters for survey director.



^aglur ^Imbcrsitg 
Waco, ®exas
W- JR- WMte 

^resibent

January 23, 1950

Dr. E. W. Bertner
Hermann Hospital
Houston, Texas

My dear Dr. Bertnerj

It gives me great pleasure to inform you that the Committee on 
Honorary Degrees has voted to give you the privilege of accepting 
an honorary doctor’s degree to be conferred during the May Commence
ment. This is in recognition of your excellent public service -with 
especial appreciation for your magnificent achievements in connection 
with the Medical Center.

We regret very much that illness delays your receiving this honor. 
We shall look forward to your complete restoration and the privi
lege of conferring the degree on you in May. Our Commencement is 
May 29th.

W. R. White 
President

Sinc®r



January 27, 1950

Dr. W. R. White, President
Baylor University
Waco, Texas

Dear Doctor Whiter

I appreciated very much your letter of January 
23rd, and want you to know I feel most honored 
that Baylor University should wish to confer on 
me an honorary doctor’s degree.

I regret that I cannot be with you February 1 st 
when honorary degrees are conferred on Messrs. 
Freeman, Wilkins and Bates. These gentlemen 
certainly deserve this recognition of the outstanding 
contribution they have made to the health of the 
people of this state. I hope that some day I can 
feel that my efforts in the same field may be com
parable to their accomplishments.

With best wishes for the continued growth and 
success of Baylor University and your own good 
health, I am

Sincerely,

E. W. Bertner, M.D. 
President



CHARTERED BY TH E REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 1840

CHAMBER OF ()OMMER(',E

OFFICE OF
EXECUTIVE VICE-PRESIDENT June 1, 1950

Dr. E. W. Bertner 
Rice Hotel
Houston 2, Texas

My dear Dr. Bertner:

You are familiar with my long and. deep interest in plans for the Methodist 
Hospital in the Texas Medical Center and can realize how much it meant to 
me yesterday to he present for the laying of the cornerstone for that great 
institution.

But even beyond the satisfaction of seeing this tangible evidence of the 
materialization of this dream, I was thrilled by your presence and by the 
inspiring message you gave on that occasion. Your tireless contributions 
to the culmination of this objective, before many months now, will be re
warded by the completion of our great new hospital. Its services to 
humanity for generations to come will be due in an important way to the 
efforts you and others have devoted to this goal.

Great as it is, the Methodist Hospital is still but one step in the overall 
program you set a long time ago for the Texas Medical Center; and I never 
pass it or think of it, as one unit after another progress through the 
various stages from blueprint to operating buildings, without thinking of 
your vision and leadership, and without being unceasingly grateful for men 
such as you who can create such developments that mean so much to so many.

With every best wish, and warm personal regards, believe me to be

Cordially yours

Executive Vice President

WNBlanton :f g



June 9, 1950

Dear 3111:

It was very thoughtful of you to write me as you did. 
following the ceremonies incident to the laying of 
the Methodist Hospital cornerstone.

I mrsreclete all your kind statements and am deeply 
gratified to feel that you always will be & staunch 
•oppnvter and v livM'; ally of the 9mm Medical 
Center. The Cents?’ must always he considered a com
munity activity •‘nd will need the continuing Interest 
of local civic grounc as veil as th* ouvnort of state 
MMi private organ i Lean ons.

I alwo want to add my own sincere appreciation to you 
for the herd work and important mart that I know you 
have had in ri;iking the new .Methodist Hospital possible.

iVlth kindest personal regards,

Since re ly,

E. W. Bertner, M.D.
President

*r. F. Blanton 
"xecutive Vice President 
Chamber of Commerce 
Houston, Texas



June 23, 1950

Dr. Paul Budd Magnuson
Chief Medical Director
Veterans Administration
Washington, D. C.

Dear Doctor Magnuson:

I want to tell you again how much I appreciated your presence 
at the Baylor University College of Medicine ceremony in my 
apartment June 12th. It pleased me very much that you would 
take time to attend this function at which the school and so 
many of my good friends were kind enough to do me such honor.

It was a source of real regret that I was unable to hear your 
address to the Baylor graduates, but I heard many fine re
ports of it and of the most favorable impression you made 
locally.

I hope that you will soon have the opportunity to return to Houston 
for a longer visit, and that at that time you can go into the Med
ical Center program with many of our people, as we are anxious 
to work with your hospital here and produce the most beneficial 
results from the association. We are very favorably impressed 
with Doctor Cady’s abilities and cooperative attitude.

Among the many pictures taken during the ceremony, you will 
recall that there was one of you and me together. With the 
thought that you may like to see this, I am sending it to you 
herewith.

With kindest regards and best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

E. W. Bertner, M.D. 
President



October 16, 1952

Dear Mr. Jones:

I already have told you how wonderful I think 
your gift to the Medical Library is, but I 
keep on thinking how thrilled Dr. Bertner 
would have been had he lived to be there yes» 
terday.

Do you remember the time I tried to sell you 
on the idea of giving the Central Clinic build
ing 1 Afterward Dr. Bertner said: "Don’t feel 
bad about it, he will do something else just as 
fine for the Center.” Nothing would have been 
more pleasing to him than your great gift to 
the Library.

So I add my thanks doubled to you and your 
lovely wife.

Sincerely,

Assistant to the President

Mr. Jesse H. Jones
P.O. Box 1414 
Houston, Texas



ESSE H.^ONES

HOUSTONJEXAS

October 17, 1952

Dear Miss Barnett :

Thank you for your letter.

I am sure Dr. Bertner would have 
been glad to know about the library. Maybe 
he does.

With best wishes,

Miss Sue Barnett
Assistant to the President 
Texas Medical Center, Inc. 
Houston, Texas
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